
STURDY STAND-UP TOTE 
This tote is simple to make, yet it looks great when it is done. The 

stabilizer used enables it to stand up ready to carry anything you 

need. 

REQUIREMENTS 

50 cm bag fabric 

50 cm lining fabric 

35 cm contrast fabric for binding and handles 

50 cm double sided fusible bag stiffener 

CUTT ING 

From the bag stiffener cut, 

1 rectangle 16” x 32” 

2 strips 1” x 21” 

From the bag fabric cut, 

1 rectangle 16” x 32” 

From the lining fabric cut, 

1 rectangle 16” x 32” 

1 rectangle 6” x 8” for pocket 

From the contrast fabric cut, 

3 strips 2 ¾” for binding 

1 strip 2 ¾”, then cut into 2 pieces for handles. 

METHOD 

Fuse the bag fabric to the first side of the bag stiffener according to 

the manufacturer’s instructions. Form hem on pocket top by turning 

over ½” twice and stitching close to fold. Attach to lining piece 3” 



down from centre top edge. Fuse lining to second side of bag 

stiffener. 

Press under ¼” on each side of handle fabric pieces, then press in 

half lengthwise. Position handle stabilizer pieces inside folded edges 

and fuse in place. Stitch folded edges first, and then stitch other side 

of handle to match. Repeat for second handle. 

On right side of bag, mark handle position 5” in from each side edge. 

Stitch handles in place, having raw edges even with the top of bag. 

Join the binding into one long length and press in half lengthwise Bind 

the bag rectangle in your preferred method. Fold bag handles up 

and stitch to top edge of binding. With right sides together stitch the 

two side seams together along the edge of the binding. Draw a 2” 

square in each bottom corner of bag. Cut out along the drawn lines. 

Pin mark the base line of bag. Fold the cut edge so the side seam 

matches to the centre base line. Stitch across opening forming 

corners. Stitch again to reinforce, then neaten raw edge. Repeat for 

other side.Turn bag right side out. Enjoy! 
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